ALIGNING BIODIVERSITY
MEASURES FOR BUSINESS
A collaboration led by UNEP-WCMC

Aligning Biodiversity Measures for Business
Aim
• Form a common view among key
stakeholders on corporate
biodiversity:
• measurement
• monitoring and,
• Disclosure
• Integrate credible corporate
measurement into external
reporting and global biodiversity
policy
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Work in 2019 conducted with the generous support of:

Partners involved:

The Aligning Biodiversity Measures for
Business collaboration
Workshop 1 held in Brussels, March 2019 with the EU B@B Platform
• Convened 50 measurement experts and company representatives
• Established four working groups on key biodiversity measurement topics:
1. Business applications & targets
2. Boundary & baselines
3. Data sets & metrics
4. Disclosure
• Initial research to identify regulatory & policy trends on biodiversity
disclosure to increase uptake of corporate measurement disclosure

Workshop 2 held in Rio, Brazil in October 2019
• Substantial progress made in identifying common ground among
measurement approaches
• 55 participants (>40% representing business) and 30+ remote
attendees, to review outputs from working groups

Images from Workshop 2 held in Rio, Brazil (October 2019)

Key outputs in 2019
• Discussion Paper on identifying common
ground between corporate biodiversity
measurement approaches.
• Discussion Paper on corporate biodiversity
measurement approaches within the current
and future global policy context.
• Report in collaboration with the EU Business @
Biodiversity platform assessing biodiversity
measurement approaches for businesses and
financial institutions, and summarising
outcomes of discussions on common ground.
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Continuing work under the
collaboration in 2020
• Information generated through the collaboration
has been integrated into:
• the Biodiversity Guidance to accompany the
Natural Capital Protocol
• This will soon also include a Navigation
Tool to guide users through a biodiversityinclusive natural capital assessment (online
tool to be launched Q1 2021), including
which measurement approaches can be
used for your particular objective.

• the Science Based Target Network’s Initial
Guidance for Business, particularly the Assess
Step and the Decision Tree.

Launch of review paper in
December 2020
• http://wcmc.io/aligning_measures_corporate_reporting_disclosure_
Dec2020

Reviews the drivers and current practice around business
measurement, reporting and disclosure, and the role of
these approaches in future business disclosure for informing
global policy targets
• Provides recommendations for government policy makers to
create a step change in business action to
measure impacts and dependencies and performance:
1. Build business awareness of the value of
biodiversity and how to measure impacts and
dependencies
2. Ensure a business-relevant post-2020 global
biodiversity framework
3. Require mandatory corporate biodiversity
performance disclosure

Continuing work under
the collaboration in 2020
• The TRADE Hub and the EU Business@Biodiversity Platform collaboration focused on
biodiversity measurement within agricultural supply chains
• Beginning with a corporate needs assessment to understand the current use and
understanding of available biodiversity measurement approaches and future needs
COMPANY SURVEY
Closing 10 December 2020

MULTI-STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP
15 December, 15.30 – 17.00 CET
Measuring the impact of agriculture on
biodiversity - why and how do
companies do it?

ALIGN Project (2021 – 2024)
Aid the European Commission’s efforts to support businesses’ by developing
standardised natural capital accounting practices and biodiversity modules:
1. Dedicated natural capital management accounting platform for
facilitating best practice exchange;
2. Business-driven discussion and alignment for measuring biodiversity
impacts and dependencies by the private sector

3. Defining needs and opportunities relating to education, training, and
research for mainstreaming natural capital management accounting.
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